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Fortified Towns & Popular Architecture in the Álava Mountains Region: A
Multipolar Model for Cultural Heritage Revitalization

Isabel Rodriguez Maribona, Igone Revilla, and Mónica Zgaib [1]

“Each community, by means of its collective memory and consciousness of its past, is responsible for the
identification as well as the management of its heritage. Individual elements of this heritage are bearers of many
values, which may change in time. The various values in the elements characterise the specificity of each heritage.
From this process of change, each community develops an awareness and consciousness of a need to look after
their own common heritage values.” [2]

Summary

The Álava Mountains Region contains a group of historic towns that represent a precious heritage of stone walls
and popular architecture located in a natural environment with agricultural and cultural landscapes. The place
confers strong identity and a deep sense of belonging to its inhabitants.

In this context we propose to strengthen synergies in order to coordinate and strategically improve different cultural
heritage initiatives. An innovative global vision was created to improve citizens’ quality of life, supported by public-
private support.

Historic towns and villages, in their rustic terrain, represent an essential part of our universal heritage. They should
therefore be seen as a whole, with the structures, spaces, and human factors in the process of continuous evolution
and change. This involves all sectors of the population and requires an integrated planning process, encompassing
a range of different activities.

Cultural heritage management has the potential to integrate networks of small and medium-sized heritage towns,
stimulating social, environmental, and economic interaction and also improving diversity and unity.

In this context, our intervention considers the towns’ morphological, functional, and structural whole, operating as
part of their territory, citizens, economy, environment, and surrounding landscape.

Fig 1. Alava Mountains Region
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The study area comprises six Head Towns – Constrasta, San Vicente, Orbiso, Antoñana, Corres and Maeztu; some
smaller Complementary Towns; and their Natural, Agricultural and Cultural Landscapes Network.

Fig. 2 Development Strategy

A. Strategic Position

Our challenge was to develop a multipolar model to revitalize the preservation of heritage and the territory more
broadly, integrating natural and cultural heritage as an active agent of development; understanding the region as
the physical framework for an inclusive society; and enhancing people’s capacity to transmit knowledge from
generation to generation.

B. Contextual Analysis

Previous studies had been carried out to identify some crucial strengths and opportunities in the following areas:

Environmental: High environmental quality of the whole territory; high quality of natural resources; high
quality of landscapes; strong local identity reinforced through landscape elements; perception of the territory
as a bridge between towns and rural environments; dynamic local stakeholders in the preservation of
natural and cultural heritage.

Regional: existing network of head and complementary urban settings; good transport infrastructures;
multiple roads with historic interest; proximity between different urban settings; agricultural activities;
industrial parks; medium size cities that could cooperate in territorial regeneration.

Urban: an important heritage of stone walls and popular architecture in fine condition; consolidated urban
structures; networks of public spaces; homogeneous scale; attractive special architectural sequences;
emblematic buildings and powerful elements of identity; close relationships with the rural environment; the
archaeologically valuable irrigation system from a Paleolithic society.

Social: high quality of life and healthy environment; strong identity and sense of belonging from the citizens
and the young people who live in big cities and return to their town origins for weekends and holidays;
deep-rooted cultural tradition linking cultural and natural heritage; cooperation between different
organizations of regional towns; active cultural organizations.




