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of Russian trade and industry. The governmental expeditions of the time brought the most important geographical
discoveries: the Aleutian and Kuril Islands, the coast of northwestern America, and Sakhalin Island.

In 1860 Russia received the lands of Amursky Krai from signing the Aigun and Peking Treaties. The empire got the
opportunity to take advantage of warm sea harbors; entrepreneurs received a way for easy and profitable trade with
China, Japan, Korea, and America.

All this became possible through the energetic measures of East Siberia Governor-General N.N. Muravyov-
Amurskiy, a great Russian public figure and leader of the great exploration of new lands. In his 13 years of service,
new cities rose along the Amur River: Blagoveschensk, Khabarovsk, and Nikolayevsk. The sea fortress and port of
Vladivostok were founded in the south, at Peter the Great Gulf. N.N. Muravyov-Amurskiy’s activities ended with the
construction—started in 1891—of a grand railroad, inspiring new life in Amurskiy Krai. The great Trans-Siberian
Railroad connected Russia’s heart with the easternmost point of the country, Vladivostok. The distance between
Moscow and Vladivostok is 9288 kilometers.

Primorskiy Krai, whose capital is Vladivostok, takes an intermediary historical and geographical position among
such powerful cultural and historical Pacific centers as China, Korea, the Amur River basin, and Japan. Through all
historical epochs, this region was on one hand a buffer zone and, on the other hand, a pass for migrating tribes and
peoples. Hundreds of archeological monuments are mute witnesses—sometimes the only ones—of historic events
of great significance.

Primorye is an integral part of Russia, but its history is closely connected with the history of East Asian peoples:
minorities of the Russian Far East, as well as the peoples of China, Korea, and Japan. Moreover, there is evidence
that ancient tribes from Primorye participated in the race-formation processes of the indigenous population of the
American continent. Therefore, many regional archeological monuments are of international significance and
provide insight into the historical processes that took place in the Pacific Rim.

The population of Primorskiy Krai is mainly comprised of the descendants of migrants from the central part of
Russia (Arkhangelskaya, Voronezhskaya Guberniyas and other regions) and Malorossiya (Ukraine). There are
people of 119 different national origins in Primorskiy Krai, 70% of whom are Russians. Representatives of every
ethnicity contributed to the general culture of the region. As time passed, the architecture of Primorye acquired
ethnic traditions, brought by migrants, as well as motifs of Asian architecture. The appearance of these motifs is
explained by their suitability to the peculiarities of the climate and by the area’s general artistic interest in Oriental
décor. Indeed, Primorye and the Russian Far East contain a great number of outstanding examples of Mongol and
Chinese architectural elements in constructions by Russian architects. This characteristic distinguishes the regional
architecture.

The quick development of entrepreneurship and trade in Primorye drew the attention of famous European and
American companies as long ago as the nineteenth century. The emergence of well-to-do clients attracted
renowned architects for the construction of residential mansions, trading houses, educational and municipal
institutions, and public buildings. The state’s permanent attention to the development of the region and the defense
of its territory made possible big state orders for construction and the engagement of specialists of high quality to
carry them out. All these factors allowed for the distinguished architectural build-up of the main cities of Primorye
(Vladivostok and Ussuriysk) by 1914.

Of the cities of the Russian Far East, the most significant cultural heritage belongs to the cities of Vladivostok,
Khabarovsk, Ussuriysk, and Blagoveschensk. In these localities, downtown ensembles, highlighted with stone
buildings of high architectural value, were formed in the late-nineteenth to early twentieth centuries.

2. Foundation and Growth of the City of Vladivostok

Europe came to know of the land where the port of Vladivostok would emerge after a French whaleboat visited the
place in 1851. The Russian government decided to build up a military outpost there because they sought the best
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place to shelter a naval flotilla and stay for the winter. The first Russians sent to construct the outpost landed on the
Golden Horn coast on June 20, 1860. The Southern Harbors Department was transferred to Vladivostok from
Nikolayevsk-na-Amure in 1864, and a year later a shipbuilding yard was opened.

According to Town Construction Instruction, issued in 1864 by Primorskaya Oblast Military Governor N. Korsakov,
the local land surveyor M. Lubenskiy was to map out three settlements, Khabarovsk, Nikolayevsk-na-Amure, and
Vladivostok, taking into consideration the existing constructions. Lubenskiy drew up the plan in 1868 (Fig. 2.1). The
plan for Vladivostok was done in the layout typical of the time: rectangular blocks and streets crossing at right
angles. In 1871 and 1872, the Navy Port Administration and the Siberia Flotilla main base moved from
Nikolayevsk-na-Amure to Vladivostok. In 1880, Vladivostok acquired official status as a city and was separated
from Primorskaya Oblast as a military governorship.

The city started to grow rapidly after 1880, necessitated by its strengthening as a military outpost (Fig. 2.1). A
regular boat service from Odessa to Vladivostok launched, the decision to make Vladivostok a Trans-Siberian
railroad terminus was promulgated, and the city’s population greatly increased. In 1883 the population of town was
10,000; in 1886 it had grown to 13,000 inhabitants. The machine plant that started to go up in 1883 on the northern
shore of Golden Horn Inlet later turned into Dalzavod, the largest enterprise in the Russian Far East.

The military governorship having been abolished, the city was incorporated into Primorskaya Oblast again as its
administrative center, and the governor’s residence was transferred from Khabarovsk. Nevertheless, in August
1889, Vladivostok was proclaimed a fortress, increasing its significance in the Far East. Cesarevitch Nikolai, later
known as Nicholas II, visited Vladivostok in 1891. The would-be emperor proclaimed the foundation of a dry dock in
his name (this dock is still in operation) and announced the plan for the eastern part of the Trans-Siberian Railroad.
These developments all intensified the strategic importance of the city.

The railroad construction the city launched in May of 1891 became one of the landmarks in the late-nineteenth
century. Other landmarks for the city included the opening of a new commercial port and the beginning of regular
freight and passenger traffic, in 1897, by the Ussury railroad up to Khabarovsk. Since the shipment of construction
materials was mainly by sea, Vladivostok rapidly built up its port capacities.

However, the situation changed drastically at the end of the century. Russia secured the long-term lease of the
Liaodong Peninsula, and the State Treasury allocated money for constructing southern ice-free ports. Vladivostok’s
development came to a standstill.

The 1904-05 Russo-Japanese War brought great changes. Russia lost Port Arthur and Dalniy (Dalian), the main
competitors with Vladivostok. Gradually, Vladivostok turned into a large European-type center for culture, trade, and
industry in the Russian Far East. (Fig. 2.2)

After the shock of Russia’s defeat in the war, and having put down the revolutionary uprisings, the city intensified
construction work. The building of the naval fortress, with its forts, coastal batteries, munition depots, and fortress
roads, became the most intensive project. It was in this period that the Vladivostok fortress was generally finished.

The civil war halted construction activities, but its end brought a new phase of city development. The Russian
Communist Party Central Committee resolved, in 1931, to reconstruct the 12 major Soviet cities, including
Vladivostok. This new impetus spurred renewed development.

In 1932, Japan occupied Manchuria, breaking the 1922 agreement. This stimulated the decision to establish the
Pacific Navy, thus turning Vladivostok into the major navy base in the Russian Far East. The Vladivostok fortress
constructions, which had been abandoned, were employed anew. Coastal installations and piers to moor men-of-
war were built. A shipbuilding and repair base grew at Golden Horn Inlet and Diomede and Ulysses Bays.

Country authorities began struggling against religion in the 1930s and 1940s. In Vladivostok, the Assumption of the
Mother of God Cathedral and the Holy Virgin Intercession Church, which were pivotal elements of the downtown


